
U.S.-Greenland Joint Committee Statement, September 28, 2023
The following is the text of a joint statement by the governments of the United States of America and Greenland on the occasion of the U.S.-Greenland Joint Committee meeting. 
The governments of the United States of America and Greenland held a Joint Committee meeting, with the participation of the Government of Denmark, in Qaqortoq, Greenland on September 28, 2023.  Here both sides reaffirmed their commitment to enhancing economic ties; furthering educational and cultural exchange and scientific cooperation; and coordinating and collaborating closely in the energy and mineral resource sectors for the benefit of both of our peoples.
The Joint Committee is the platform for structured government-to-government engagement between the United States and Greenland.  Its purpose is to strengthen the partnership and expand on existing cooperation between the United States and Greenland and meet specific objectives, laid out in the Common Plan for U.S.-Greenland Cooperation in Support of our Understanding for Pituffik, known as the “Common Plan,” signed in October 2020. 
Minister for Statehood and Foreign Affairs Vivian Motzfeldt and U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of Denmark Alan M. Leventhal led the 2023 Joint Committee meeting, which included discussions on the four pillars of the bilateral relationship: trade and investment, mineral and energy resource sector cooperation, educational and cultural cooperation, and scientific and environmental cooperation. Further issues into health cooperation and climate were discussed as well. The Joint Committee meeting offered both governments a chance to review progress in these areas since the October 18, 2022, Joint Committee meeting, and set goals for the coming year. 

Trade and Investment
Joint cooperation between the United States and Greenland on trade, investment, and tourism continues to make progress in (1) strengthening engagement with potential U.S. investors in Greenland; (2) promoting sustainable economic development in the Greenlandic tourism sector; and, (3) facilitating greater commercial connectivity between the United States and Greenland.  The joint cooperation continues to advance regulatory and policy issues in support of trade and investment.  One issue that especially constitutes a barrier for enhanced trade is the absence of direct shipping routes between Greenland and the rest of North America, which was a topic discussed.  Both governments in cooperation with the private sector and local municipalities are taking actions to increase trade and investment.  After the U.S.-Greenland Business Forum, the Ministry of Business and Trade launched a new trade and investment portal and USAID launched a Trade Support Facility.  USAID has partnered with Nalik Ventures (Government of Greenland), as well as with Arctic Circle Business and Kommune Kujalleq to strengthen local strategies for investment and sustainable economic growth.  The U.S. Department of the Interior’s International Technical Assistance Program is working with local stakeholders on the sustainable use of Greenlandic UNESCO World Heritage sites and other protected areas, and the Department of Commerce’s SABIT (Special American Business Internship Training) program will launch the first in a series of workshops that support professional exchanges in the tourism sector.  At a business roundtable, indigenous-owned companies from Alaska shared best practices in sustainable tourism development with Greenlandic businesses.  
Mineral and Energy Resource Sector Cooperation
The United States and Greenland continue to work together to advance the Government of Greenland’s objectives for its mining and energy sectors, including Greenland’s potential to become an important supplier of critical minerals to the United States and allies.  These include advancing Greenland’s understanding of its mineral resource potential; helping to strengthen investment and regulatory frameworks that incorporate leading international practices and standards; and attracting quality investment options that ensure sustainable development of its mineral resource sector for the benefit of Greenland.  Cooperation has included: 
· geoscience work to advance understanding of Greenland’s green mineral resources and the possible path-to-market for incorporating these into global clean energy supply chains; 
· expert recommendations on assessing mining company obligations and contributions to Greenlandic society; and 
· technical exchanges with experts from the U.S. and Canadian Arctic region.  
In the energy sector, joint work is focused on supporting Greenland’s assessment of technical, commercial, and policy options to advance the use of renewable and clean energy applications in Greenland.  Cooperation has included:
· work on Greenland’s large-scale hydroelectric power tender process development; 
· feasibility studies, assessments, and on-site advisors to help Nukissiorfiit with assessing renewable energy potential at specific sites; and 
· implementation of institutional exchanges and capacity building to share lcutting-edge experiences on renewable energy, clean energy, and commercialization options.   
Educational and Cultural Cooperation 
The United States and Greenland discussed how exchange programs, including the U.S. Government-sponsored Arctic Education Alliance and English language training capacity programs, can support Greenland’s priorities in education and workforce development.  Both sides look forward to engaging further in existing programs, as well as exploring new joint opportunities supporting objectives outlined in Greenland’s soon-to-be-released National Education Strategy.
Environmental and Scientific Cooperation
The United States and Greenland determined that in addition to continued support for strong relationships in natural science research they plan to place special emphasis on enhancing social science collaboration.  This will initially be fostered by hosting specialists from U.S. government science agencies to conduct joint work on topics of mutual interest, including material cultural preservation in an age of climate change. 


