To Whom It May Concern

I would like to express my concerns regarding the  plan to implement a fee for a "Permission to Utilize Genetic Resources and Payment of Costs for administrative Processing in Connection Therewith".

My concern lies especially in a possible reduction of research projects from abroad, in particular the amount of of scientific (ecological) research conducted by non-Greenlandic researchers, and especially of projects that are producing open access scientific research on vulnerable polar aquatic ecosystems. These projects usually run on very tight budgets and it is getting more and more difficult to obtain enough funding to cover the already expensive field work from our national funding bodies.

While I understand the need to cover administrative costs for issueing such permits, may I make the following suggestion in order to safeguard the much needed research in polar regions? Since it would be beneficial for the greater good of gathering as much knowledge as possible in these sensitive ecosystems, my suggestion would be to make scientific research without any commercial interests exempt from such fees, in particular purely ecological research projects that produce data that will openly and publicly be available upon publication.

With my best regards,
Dagmar Frisch
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Research Group Leader
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