Dear Anne Petersen, dear Colleagues,
Thank you very much for inviting us to this consultation, and giving us the opportunity to comment on your proposed Executive Order.
First and foremost, we would like to express our deep gratitude to the Greenlandic people and all Greenlandic authorities who have allowed us to conduct ecological research in the national park since 1979, and every year since 1988. We are fully aware that it is an invaluable privilege to be able to conduct long-term research in such a pristine environment, even during the recent COVID pandemic, when most of our foreign colleagues working in other Arctic regions have had to cancel their fieldwork.
The Arctic Ecology Research Group (GREA), a French non-profit, non-governmental organisation, is currently involved in three long-term projects in the national park: one on Trail Island (since 1988), one at North Station (since 2003) and one at Hochstetter Forland (since 2010).
As you know, organising fieldwork in this remote region is difficult, especially for long-term projects such as ours.
Logistical costs have risen steadily in recent years, and although we do our utmost to reduce them (e.g. by sharing charter flights, using military flights, using small field camps), every year is a new battle to maintain these long-term projects.
Compared to these high fixed logistical costs, the addition of a new licence fee of DKK 8,000 may seem minor at first glance. However, this would represent an additional cost of 2-5% for each of these projects, some of which may not survive such an addition.
With regard to non-financial issues, we agree with most of those raised by the German consortium (Høringssvar - Annika Engelhardt, on behalf of the coordinating institutes and the GNP-HuB team)
In particular, we have the following specific concerns:
1. Non-profit versus commercial uses. As a non-profit organisation, we pursue solely scientific objectives and, given the subject we study, the likelihood that any of our work will ever be used in commercial products or services is virtually nil. We therefore believe it would be fair to distinguish in your decree between commercial research projects (e.g. pharmaceutical research or research that could lead to biotechnological applications) and basic science, for which such a prospect is not conceivable. We believe that the latter should be exempt from fees, as all our scientific discoveries are made public in scientific journals for the benefit of all.
2. Scope of the license. As a research group and as indicated above, we work on different sites and on multi-year projects.
We also work on different types of organisms: plants, arthropods, birds and mammals.
We believe that being able to submit a single application for multiple organisms, sites and years would greatly facilitate everyone's work (less paperwork for both parties) and significantly reduce the cost of application fees, if you decide to maintain certain fees for us (but see point 1).
3. Type of genetic use. Finally, we would like to emphasise that for some of the genetic samples collected, our objective is sometimes solely to determine the sex (using genetic primers) or identify the species (e.g. barcoding of arthropods) of the organisms studied. In such cases, genetic analysis of samples is only one useful (and not exclusive) method for obtaining more accurate results (e.g., determining the sex of birds compared to traditional morphometric methods) or less costly results (e.g., less skill and time required to identify arthropod species compared to traditional morphological examination). Therefore, if we were to suspend the use of genetic samples due to high application fees, we would either end up doing lower-quality science or having to remove parts of our projects (due to time and manpower constraints).
4. Deadline for submitting applications. Unlike our German colleagues, we see no problem in submitting our applications more than six weeks before the start of the permit's period of validity, as our long-term research programs are planned well in advance.
We hope these few thoughts will be useful to you and thank you again for hearing us on this important subject.
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