
GOVERNMENT 0F GREENLANDMINISTRY 0F FISHERIES, HUNTING AND AGRICULTUREGuidelines for encounters with - /and observation of polar bearsPolar bears pose a potential threat to humans, livestock, effects, properties, etc. Avoid any behaviorthat may provoke an attack.Feeding of polar bearsFeeding polar bears is prohibited, and should under no circumstances take place. This can lead topolar bears repeatedly seeking out residential areas.Polar bears in the wild or outside city limitsKeeping a safe distance from a sighted polar bear is the safest option in avoiding any attack. Uponobserving a polar bear, you must leave the area immediately. Contact The Ministry of Fisheries,Hunting and Agriculture, the village authorities and the wild life oflicer.An adventurous nature and desire to take photographs of the polar bear do not justify any act that mayput you or the polar bear in danger.What to do upon encountering a polar bear:o Do not walk or sail up to the polar bear. Leave the areao If necessary, fire a few warning shols with a rifle, a signal pistol, a foghorn or something elsethat may work as a deterrent and scare the polar bear awayo Notify The Ministry of Fisheries, Hunting and Agriculture, the village authorities and wild lifeofficer about where you sighted the polar bear.Travelling in polar bear countryIn areas where observations of polar bears are frequent, it is recommended to carry a rille of cal. .30-06 as a minimum, loaded with soft point ammunition, at all times. When camping in these areas, youshould always have a polar bear guard and/or a warning system (e.g. trip wires). Ensure that sleepingtents and food stock are separated by a minimum of 50 meters. Handling of waste and its disposalmust also be positioned well away from tents and the food stock. When placing your camp, avoidareas:o with active glacierso with pack ice (on ice)o ravines/crevasses along the coasto where there is a polar bear den nearbyo where there are traces of polar bears; tracks, fresh feces, etc.o that may disturb your hearing, e.g. a river.Polar bears at towns and villagesWhen a polar bear is approaching a inhabited area, attempt to scare it away, firing warning shols witha rifle, signal pistols or similar. Metallic sounds, from banging on pols for example, can also be usedas polar bear deterrent. Boats, snowmobiles or ATV's may be used in such circumstances. The driving



of polar bears is done in a slow pace - only a few km's per hour as polar bears are easily overheated,which may have a lethal effect on them.In any case, you must abide by the orders given by the Ministry of Fisheries, Hunting and Agriculture,Police, village authorities or wild life ofticer.Problem BearsProblem Bears are delined as individuals that repeatedly, and despite being driven away, seek outinhabited areas.License to killThe option of killing a polar bear is an absolute last resort. Cases of problem bears are evaluatedindividually by The Ministry of Fisheries, Hunting and Agriculture (APNN)' to determine whether it isnecessary to kill a polar bear. The necessity of killing a polar bear must be documented withphotographs or other reliable source of documentation. As a general rule, police, village authorities orwild life ofticers stand in charge of the killing.,7.4;;- .'_;':w.;;Inf. ü I'“Hu 'i --_-Figure 1: shot placement (sysse|mannen.no)In the case of polar bear cubsPolar bear cubs are born in high winter, and it is estimated to be around the beginning of January.When a cub is approx. 2 years old, it is usually weaning from its mother. It will by then, regardless ofgender have the same size as the mother. If the cub is NOT as big as the mother, it is approx. 1 yearold, and would NOT be able to fend for itself.If it is 1 meter long, measured from snout to tail, it will approx. be 1 year and with all probability, stilldependent on its mother. If it is 1m high, standing on four legs, it is about. 1.5 -2 m long and wouldmost probably already be 2 years old and able to fend for itself.There is no signilicant difference in size, between the male and female polar bear in the very tirstyears of its Iifetime. Measured in March-April, the length measured in a straight line from snout to tailof 1-year-old polar bears in Greenland is ca. 147 cm, while the 2-year olds are about. 172 cm. The 2-year-olds are almost as long as their mothers.(Source: Greenland Institute of Natural Resources).1 Ministry of Fisheries, Hunting & Agriculture, head of office Amalie Jessen. Phone: +299 Tlf: +299 48 25 20,+299 34 53 04 mobile: +299 55 33 42. mail: apnn @nanoq. gl, amalie@nanoq.gl.




